WHAT IS CCIS AND THE PARENT REP GROUP?

Founded in 1967, The Cleveland Council Of Independent Schools (CCIS) engages in collaborative efforts to benefit all of its member schools.  Today, CCIS consists of over 4,000 students at 12 unique schools and is committed to the promotion of independent education as a valuable and viable choice for learning in northeast Ohio.  The schools that comprise CCIS are: Andrews Osborne Academy, Birchwood School, Grand River Academy, Hathaway Brown School, Hawken School, Lake Ridge Academy, Laurel School, Lawrence School, The Lillian and Betty Ratner School, Ruffing Montessori, University School and Western Reserve Academy.

The CCIS Parent Representative Group (PRG) is a committee of parents and faculty providing education, communication, and service opportunities for member schools and their families.  PRG conducts meetings to identify common issues, tap community resources, and plan joint projects.  The two main subcommittees of PRG are the Action/Service committee and Education/Information committee.

This year, PRG is assisting the Middle School Directors in a joint venture with Interfaith Hospitality Network, a program that helps families transition out of homelessness.  CCIS is hosting families January 25 - 31 at Laurel School and again May 18 - 23 at University School.  

Additionally, PRG maintains a “Speaker Calendar” that provides a listing of speakers presenting at member schools and throughout the community that are open to CCIS parents.  Check www.ccis-ohio.org and go to “NE Ohio Community Events” to view a monthly listing.  

On Tuesday, February 3, the CCIS PRG, in conjunction with Third Federal Bank will be sponsoring “Building Men and Women For Others,” presented by Joe Ehrmann, subject of the New York Times best-selling “Season of Life” by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Jeffrey Marx.  The presentation will take place 7:00pm, at Corporate College East, Rm. 126, 4400 Richmond Rd.  Please see the attached flyer – this is an amazing opportunity!
Please check the CCIS Website at www.ccis-ohio.org. You will find specifics about events/activities and resources open to CCIS parents and their students. 

CCIS PRG OFFICERS for the 2008-09 School Year:
Linda Alexander, CCIS Executive Director, 


plalexander@roadrunner.com 

Barb Closen, Chair, Western Reserve Academy,      

bclosen@aol.com 

Ginny Foster, Chair-Elect, Hawken



vbfoster@aol.com
Julie Comber-Martin, Secretary, Ruffing Montessori
juliecombermartin@gmail.com
Deb O’Neill, Recording Secretary, Lake Ridge Academy
dfo@jtonm.net 

Holley Martens, Past Chair, Hathaway Brown

Holley@TheMartens.com 

Karen Hess, Education Committee Chair, University Schoolkhesspr@aol.com 

Jen Hilkert, Action Committee Co-chair, University SchoolALJen67@hotmail.com 

Jane Furth, Action Committee Co-chair, Hathaway Brown
janefurth@aol.com 

Lake Ridge Academy’s Representatives: 

Brenda Norton






BDNorto@hotmail.com
Deb O’Neill






dfo@jtonm.net
