TWO LAKE RIDGE ACADEMY MOCK TRIAL TEAMS 
ADVANCES TO STATE COMPETITION 
On Friday, February 26th, two Lake Ridge Academy mock trial teams won regional honors and will advance to the state competition to be held on March 11-13, 2010 in Columbus.  This year marks the eighth trip to state for the Lake Ridge Academy’s mock trial program, who took home the state title in 2008. In the ten years Lake Ridge Academy has sent teams to compete, this is the first time two teams have qualified for the state competition.  
The students on the “purple” team include attorneys Matti Freiberg, Michaela Jackson-Smith, Conor Roberts, and Paul Wojtal and witnesses Katherine Burnett, Emily Glor, Katlyn Pauvlik, and Samantha Potoczak.

The “green” team’s attorneys include Dominique Balog, Emily Moreno, Brittany Mosgo, and TC Topp.  Witnesses for the “green” team are Diana Colegrove, Stephen Rasoletti, Skye Wingo, and Angel Zhang.
The competition further recognized five Lake Ridge Academy students for their individual performances.  Best Attorney accolades were given to senior Conor Roberts (Olmsted Falls) and sophomores Matti Freiberg (), Michaela Jackson-Smith (Oberlin), and Emily Moreno (Westlake).    Sophomore Samantha Potoczak (Avon Lake) won Best Witness honors.
The 2009-2010 Ohio High School Mock Trial competition analyzes the proper limitations upon students’ First Amendment rights in the digital world.  In this year's case, a high school student enrolled in an advanced placement history class is suspended for violating a school disciplinary code after posting comments critical of the teacher on his/her personal blog.  

The student in the case has filed a lawsuit against the school district alleging that the school impermissibly abridged off-campus speech. The trial for the mock trial competition focuses on whether the school is liable for violation of the student’s First Amendment Right of Free Speech.   

"(This) statewide educational program is designed to allow students to become aware of their Constitutional rights and responsibilities,” said Addie Natalie, Ohio High School Mock Trial Program Coordinator.  Students "learn firsthand about the law, court procedures and the judicial system while also building interpretation, critical thinking and public speaking skills.”  
Faculty members instrumental to this success are coaches Dr. Chandana

Mozumdar, Teresa Jenkins, and Hilary Sparks-Roberts, J.D.  Legal advisors

include Rich Sweebe (Ulmer Berne LLP) and Kevin Roberts (The Roberts Law

Firm).  Congratulations to all!
